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tal posture ; 3rd. Not to drink any ardent
spirits or any stimulants; 4th. Not to eat
any solid food for at least four days after
convalescence is established.
I In the last return I had the honour to
transmit to the Central Board, of the 81
cases reported, 65 patients had recovered,
and 16 had died. The apparent causes of
death (for all the fatal cases were by no
means apparently the worst) were,
I ist. The patients were moribund, warmth
could not be restored to the extremities,
and no efFect was produced by the salt.

2nd. Either ardent spirits or laudanum
had been taken previously, which prevent-
ed the operation of the salt. Those cases
have been the most speedily fatal, and the
disease has been the least under control of
remedies, when the patients became cho-
leric immediately on recovering from in-
toxication. Of this fact I have met with I
many striking and awful proof’s.

3rd. Ardent spirits and other stimulants
had been given after reaction had taken

place, subsequent to the operation of the
salt, &c., when the patients sank again
into a state of irrecoverable collapse. 

’

4th. Proper precaution bad not been
taken to maintain the external heat after
reaction had taken place, in consequence of
which the patients relapsed, owing to the

evaporation from the surface of the perspi.
ration produced by the operation of the
salt, &c.

I may be permitted to say a few words
upon the modus operandi of the salt, as a I
remedy in cholera. ’I.

lst. It seems to restrain the rice-water I
evacuations by stimulating to contraction
the mouths of the exhalants, which open
into the alimentary canal ; and hence the
injection of a hot solution of salt into the
bowels is exceedingly useful.

2nd. It changes the spasmodic eructation
and dejection of the rice-water fluid into
full vomiting and purging. By rousing into
violent action the diaphragm and the ab-
dominal muscles, the gall-bladder is com-
pressed, and the cystic bile is forced through
the biliary ducts. 

’

3rd. It operates powerfully upon the
whole glandular system, m,d especially
upon the liver and kidneys, as well as

UDon the skin.
4th. It may, according to the theory of

Dr. Stevens, aid in revivifying the blood,
the vitality of which is, doubtless, impaired
by the depressing influence of the choleric
poison.

Under the above-mentioned plan of treat-
ment, not a single case of cholera has termi-
nated in typhus iever. Restoration to

health has, in many instances, taken place I

in a few days after the patients had reo

covered from the stage of collapse.
In conclusion I would venture to add, as

far as my experience extends, that, compa.
ratively, few cases of cholera, under any cir-
cumstances however unfavourable,* ’if would
terminate fatally, if ardent spirits, opium,
camphor, capsicum, ginger, catechu, carda-
moms, carbonate of ammonia, the essential

oils, and all other stimulants, narcotics, and
astringents, were entirely expunged from
the Pharmacopoeia Cholerica.
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J. B. STEWARD.

To the Secretary of the CENTRAL BOARD
or HEALTH.

SIR,&mdash;If you think the following worth
publicity, and that it really possesses no.
velty, perhaps you. will mention it to the

Board ; if, on the contrary, you judge it

differently, silence upon the subject will

oblige. I remain, Sir, your obedient SH.
vant, J. B. STEWARD.

Droitwich Asylum, Sept. 14, 1832.

Only two inmates have escaped, and
tlaese, I hope, are impregnable, as they
have been in the midst of infection hitherto
without suffering. During the last five

days (viz. on the 9th) we have had only onenew case, and that, though a bad one, I am
happy to say is convalescent. Those per.
sons in constant attendaiiee, have all been
attaelced ; those only occasiot)allv in attend-
ance at the commencement of the disease,
have escaped.
The progress and consequences of the

disease from its commencement (the 22d of
 August last) are as follows:-

Cases. Deatos.
Between the 22d and 25th Aug. 6 6
On the 26th (day of my arrival) 2 2
From the 27th (3 a.m.) to the

13th Sept. inst............. 45 13

53 21

The treatment from 22nd to 25th August
inclusive, cal. and op. and creta mixture.

* The trials of the salt, &c., were made under
the greatest disadvantages ; in the most wretrbed
district of the parish of St. Giles’s, among a people
dissolute in their lives, intemperate and depraved
in their habits, dirty in their persons and habita.

tions, surrounded by filth, destitute of every coip-

fort, and, in many instances, of ordinary clothing,
and other necessaries of life.
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The two cases on the 26th, being each be. Itween 60 and 70, incurable lunatics, were 
Btreated with opium, brandy, and tinct.

capsici, and, by this, one attacked the next B
day, mtat. 70, was saved, and is still well.
In many cases it was impossible to give) B
solid medicine, and in three, every thing
offered was refused. From the 27th Aug.
to the 30th inclusive, the treatment was the
same, viz. a large dose of calomel with gr. i
opii, followed by small doses, with capsi-
cum and camphor at short intervals, using 

Bof course the hot-air bath, enemas, turpen- I
tine, fomentat:ons, sinapisms, &c., when
necessarv. Dissatisfied with the result of
this treatment, particularly where vomiting
was severe, I was anxious to attempt some
plan which might promise more favourable I
results. I had frequently observed in the i
bad cases the utter impossibility of check- Bing the sickness by any remedy usually
employed. I had tried over and over again,
- and as often failed, in administering it-
the mustard emetic. I determined, there-
fore, no longer to attempt to check the sick-
ness by the usual means. I accordingly in
all cast- s, from the 31st of August inclusive,-
in which vomiting was extreme, gave ant. B
tart. gr. iij, and after the stomach became,
as was the case, rather more quiet, I gave i
every hour a pill containing ant. tart. gr.iij,
op. gr. j. In no cases thus treated from the
commencement, did the sickness last beyond I
four doses; very often both vomiting and
purging ceased ; but where the last conti-
nued, I gave rh. and mannes. c. t. o.3ss,
followed hv cal. and cansicum c. op. a r.
Stiis hori3, with a mixture of catechu.
opium, and carbonate of soda. In one case
which happened on the 9th (the last re-

ported), finding the purging and vomiting
did not so readily yield, I gave at one
dose ant. tart. gr. vj, opii gr. ij. This per-
son was a woman of the name of Ball, a
violent lunatic ; it was therefore necessary
to give it in coffee ; after this the vomiting
ceased, but the purging (the true rice-
water dejections) continued, the pulse be-
ing still imperceptible, or at all events so
feeble as to induce a doubt of its presence, Ias to induce a doubt m .o presence u

now gave 3j of tinct. of op., also in coffee,
and repeated 3ss in an hour afterwards. All
the had symptoms left, and she is now con--
vaJescent without other treatment.
The relative effects of the different modes

of treatment to which I have alluded, will
be seen by the following statement of
cases and results :-

Cases. Deaths.
From the 22d to the 30th Aug.  (26 17

inclusive ................
From the 3lst Aug. to 9th Sept. 21 4

Of these, two were violent lunatics, obsti-
nately refusing medicine.
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* Communicated by the Central Board.

J. LANGFORD.
Resident Medical Officer.

To the Secretary of the CENTRAL
BOARD OF HEALTH.

SIR,&mdash;In accordance with the instructions
of your Board dated No. 2, Council Office,
Sept. 3, 1832, I respectfully take leave to

inclose for their information, my circular
upon the treatment of the cholera. I am, &c.

J. LANGFORD,
Resident Medicat Officer.

Cholera Hospital, Knott Mill,
i Manchester, Sept. 14, 1832.

My attention having been drawn by my
friend Mr. Stott, surgeon, of this town, to
the practice recommended by Dr. Reich of
Berlin, for the treatment of spasmodic cho-
lera, we determined to adopt it, and the
result has been already beyond our expec-
tations, and such as to induce us, without
hesitation, to urge public attention to its

adoption, as applicable to most forms of the
’ disease, perhaps to all. We have found it
successful in every case during the early
! stage of incomplete collapse, and also with
a cessation of evacuations.

I am aware the practice, as applied to
cholera, is quite novel in this country, but
its success has induced me not to delay (for
a longer experience) this communication.
The following is the mode of applica-

tion :-Dissolve ten grains of emetic tartar
in seven and a half ounces of water, with
half an ounce of rectified spirits of wine, of
which give half an ounce every two hours,
until the biliary and urinary secretions are
properly restored, then gradually diminish
its frequency. Allow toast and water, or

whey, ad libitum; prohibit all heat and
frictions, and give no other remedy. A
tolerance of the medicine is in a short time

established.Aug. 10, 1832.
I continue to entertain the same favour-

able opinion of the successful admiuistra-
tion of emetic tartar for the removal of
spasmodic cholera. In the advanced stage
of the disease it will be found necessary in
the first instance to increase the dose, to

’ produce the action of vomiting, as well as
in younger patients, to diminish it; and if
this remedy is not successful, in the most

malignant and fatal stage of spasmodic cho-
lera, when the nervous energy is subdued,
and the powers of life laid prostrate, it is

not wonderful.- 

Sept. 5th, 1832.


